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St. Cloud State University President Bruce Grube takes the helm. Photo by Jim Altobell
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Cover story/ 1

Grube focuses
emphasis on quality
SCSU's new president
will build on SCSU's
reputation for excellence
Bruce Grube, 52, began work in July as St. Cloud
State University's 19th president. He and his wife
Kathryn moved during the summer from Pueblo,
Colorado, where Grube had seroed since 1992 as
provost of the University of Southern Colorado.
From 1977 to 1992, he held administrative and
faculty positions a"t California State Polytechnic
University. Recently, he was interoiewed for this issue of Outlook, and an excerpt from that interoiew
follows.

Q: What are your aspirations, what are
your hopes and dreams, your vision for St.
Cloud State University?
A: The building of a vision demands the involvement of all who care about St. Cloud
State University. Bear in mind that a vision is
always a portrait of what we wish to become,
not necessarily what we are. In creating a vision, the alumni pl~y a significant role. Alumni views are important to the university. In
fact, one of the best ways to measure the success of the university is to observe whether or
not the university's graduates are succeeding.
Alumni can provide a perspective which assists the university to improve. To offer oppor•
tunities for individuals to grow in their knowledge and understanding, we must create the
best possible environment for teaching, learning, scholarship, and engagement with the
larger communities. While I look to the participation of all members of the university community in building a vision which will support
such an environment, it is my view that the
qualities of the students, faculty, staff and administration, as well as the reputation of the
university, provide the basis for St. Cloud
State University to be among the best five or
ten public comprehensive institutions in the
country. The boundaries of St. Cloud State
University's future are national and international in scope. The quality of education we offer to the people of Minnesota should be sec•
ond to none.

Q: Who are you comparing SCSU to,
which other universities would yo_u put in
that realm now?
A: In speaking of the top public comprehensive universities, I am not referring to the doctoral-granting institutions, but rather to those
universities whose missions are to provide excellence at the undergraduate level, supplemented by first-rate graduate programs. Unlike
the narrow focus of the research institutions,
comprehensive universities offer high quality
instruction by accessible faculty with active intellectual and creative lives. If you look to the
states which have historically made public
higher education a priority, and have understood the relationship between quality higher
education and the economic well-being of their
citizens, you will also locate those institutions
to which we should compare our own university. St. Cloud State University will compare
very well to the best of the comprehensive
schools in California, New York, Wisconsin,

Pennsylvania, and other states.
Q: Can you give some examples of ideas of
how we go about making that vision a reality?
A: The reputation of St. Cloud State is quite
good and this reputation extends outside of
Minnesota. St. Cloud State has been a participant in the national arena of higher education.
Our university has several centers of excellence
which compare very well with other highly reputable institutions. Furthermore, St. Cloud
State University is a statewide and national
university unlike some other institutions
whose roles have been primarily local or regional. St. Cloud's statewide and national status is clearly a factor in making Minnesota a
state which is attractive to others, including
business and industry. St. Cloud State must
build upon its reputation. It must reflect its
qualities back to its students, faculty, alumni,
elected leaders, and those upon whom the university depends for support. In short, SCSU
needs to tell its story. And, most importantly,
everything the university undertakes must be
done with the goal of quality in mind.

Q: Do we need to take pride in our university, having our own folks say that this is a
pretty special place?
A: St. Cloud State University should take great
pride in itself. It is a special place. The university has provided the opportunity for an excellent education to students and has developed a
fine reputation over the years. We will continue to improve, and the way ,we will continue to
improve is to focus upon and build areas of
excellence within the university. Some of these
program areas exist and have attained a level
of quality which places them among the top
programs in the country. Other programs
have the potential to be among the best. We
should emphasize quality and be engaged in a
process which assists us in continually becoming better at what we do. A key factor in my
decision to become more substantially involved in the presidential search process was
the message from many people at the university that they are ready to work to take St. Cloud
State up to the next level of excellence. It is exciting to be among individuals who wish to set
aside parochial concerns and work hard to
provide high quality programs for our students. Yes, there is much to be proud of at St.
Cloud State.
,

New SCSU President Bruce Grube and wife Kathryn Grube tour the campus with
David Sprague, vice president for student life and development: Photo by Jim Altobell

ed. Simply put, the need for strategic and
operational reform· is here. Most universities
can no longer be all things to all people be-cause such a course brings the institution to a
point where it is attempting to do too much
with too little. It will be important for St.
Cloud State to decide what it should be doing
and how it should be done. Faculty, staff, students, administrators, trustees, alumni, and
others will need to work together to determine
the answers to these critical questions. We certainly will work very hard to secure support for
the university from the private sector through
fund-raising. It also seems to me that SCSU
can increase the number of sponsored programs on the campus which should bring additional resources. The university must also work
closely in partnerships with public education,
business, industry, governmental agencies and
community agencies. Often savings and opportunities are to be found in partnerships. The
university must also look closely at its organizational structure to keep administrative costs at
an appropriate level. It has been my experience
that legislators and governors have responded
positively when they perceive that a university
is genuinely working to help itself through
such efforts, particularly when those efforts
also address larger issues with which legislators
and elected officials are concerned. Finally,
while adequate funding is necessary, and improvement in quality depends upon financial
resources, improvement is generated to a great
extent by the people who make up the university. Bright and energetic people, given the
freedom to explore and decide how best to
work, often find innovative ways to significantly improve quality at relatively low cost.
See Grube, page 2

Bess earned
admiration
As tributes to retiring President
Robert Bess poured in from
campus and community this
summer, he shot them right
back. The feelings expressed
have been mutual: He will be
missed and he will miss St.
Cloud.
"He has done so much for
this university," said Owen Hagen, dean of the College of _Education. "He really cares about
the people and the programs on
this campus and he stays in
tune with everything."
"I have met a lot of nice
people here," Bess said of his
tenure. "I learned a lot. I even
learned about hockey. I may
have to return just to take in a
few Husky games."
Three years ago Robert Bess
came to SCSU. He signed on
for two years, but when a 1994
search failed to produce a clear
choice, he accepted the call to
stay another year. Now Bruce
Grube has assumed the presidency (see related Q & A).
The California transplant
quickly became a friend to students, faculty and staff, a leader
See Bess, page 2

Q: Any strategies on how to approach the
lean budget years ahead and how to convince legislators and policy makers in the
state that higher education is in fact an investment?
A: While there is no magic formula for approaching critical budget issues, it is clear that
public concerns over the costs of higher education and pressures for greater accountability
will continue to accelerate. Demands upon the
budgets of states across the country by K-12
education, health and social support systems,
and prisons have reduced the funds available
for higher education. These demands have increased at the same time public confidence in
higher education has declined. Universities
have become state-assisted, not state support-

Robert Bess, who was interim president for three years, symbolically passes the hat to
his successor, Bruce Grube at a news conference. Photo by Jim Altobell

2/Connections
Bess,

Grube,

continued from page 1

Q: What do you envision your
first 100 days to be like; what
are you going to be doing?
A: It is important to meet and
become acquainted as quickly as
possible with all of those individuals in the state, in the
community, and in the university
who are important to the success
and support of St. Cloud State. I
also need a fuller knowledge of
the university, its culture, and its
strengths and weaknesses-that
knowledge must be gained rapidly. While I have made several visits to the campus since my appointment, and have digested
reams of information, many substantive discussions will be requi red to gain the understanding
necessary to bring perspective to
the information which has been
provided to me. We must begin
work on the issues referenced in
the earlier questions and answers.
In brief, not only will our first
100 days be extraordinarily busy,
but so will the next 100, and the
following 100. I would not have
it any other way. Kathryn and I
are excited and eager to work with
the university community on the
challenges before us.We are happy to make our home here, and
we are elated and energfzed by the
warm reception which has been
provided to us. I know we all will
work together to build upon the
good work of those who have
come before us to move St.
Cloud State University to the
next level of excellence.
O

Two SCSU professors of electrical engineering, Jim Rankin
and Aswartha Narayana, have
participated in NASA research
programs, Rankin at Langley and
Narayana at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena,
Calif.
Another member of the
SCSU faculty, assistant professor
of manufacturing engineering
Steve Covey, was selected to participate in a program at NASA
Lewis in Cleveland this summer.

continued from page 1

with an open door and an open
ear. He listened. Then he spoke
his mind.
· Bess has been an activist for
equal opportunity and equal
rights. "I will not tolerate racism"
he has said. "I will do everythin~
in my power to promote the value
of human beings and the diversity
of human beings." This was not
just a goal for him. It was a necessity. To that end, he supported
such campus/community partnership projects as the exhibit of the
Archie Givens Collection of
Harlem Renaissance art and literature.
Bess has been an advocate as
well for increased educational and
multicultural experiences for faculty and students, initiating or
building the foundation for opportunities such as exchanges
with South African colleges. This
past spring he led a core group of
seven faculty and staff on a trip to
that country, launching an ambitious and innovative dream.
Since the South African project has been especially dear to
Bess, the Robert 0. Bess Fellowship has been established to recognize his accomplishments and
to help make that dream a reality.
Through the SCSU Foundation
the fellowship will be given to a~
international student from South
Africa or student from SCSU to
support tuition and transportation
costs.
Bess also lent his enthusiasm
-to the arts, supporting the £t.Cloud Symphony and other cultural organizations. He was the
driving force behind the unprecedented St. Cloud public campaign
to renovate Stewart Hall Auditorium with new seats, sound system
and other needed improvements.
Robert Bess will be remembered as the president who had
anything but an interim attitude.
From the first week to the last he
infused SCSU and St. Cloud
with his spirit, his good humor,
his intelligence and his dedication. In return, he earned respect
and affection.
O
Marsha Shoemaker,
SCSU news editor
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SCSU Presi_d~nt Robert Bess places ·a doctoral sash on Nellie Stone Johnson, the rec1p1ent of SCSU's first honorary doctorate. Photo by Jim Altobell

SCSU confers first
honorary doctorate
Longtime Minnesota labor and
civil rights activist Nellie Stone
Johnson was honored during
SCSU spring commencement
with the University's first honorary doctoral degree. President
Robert Bess ·conferred an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters on the 90-year-old Minnesota
Higher Education Board member
whose accomplishments have
brought dignity not only to her
life, but to the lives of others.
Johnson acted on the lessons
of her teacher mother and political activist father to effect change
and help eliminate barriers to
equal rights. Her integrity, knowledge and passion have served her
well - from childhood on a Minnesota dairy farm to the state's inner circles of politics, organized
labor and education. She gained
recognition first as a successful labor advocate, then went on to become the first African American
elected to citywide office in Minneapolis and to start and operate
her own alterations business. She
was a co-founder of Minnesota's
Dem_ocratic-Farmer-Labor Party
and a confidante of such influential politicians as Hubert Horatio
Humphrey.
Johnson has devoted her commitment and energy to the pursuit of equal opportunities for all,
including Minnesota's students.
She served on the Minnesota

LASSNOTES
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ROY STELZIG '33, Crosslake, celebrated his 60th
anniversary with his wife
Marguerite Phillips. They
both taught in St. Paul and
retired in '73 and '74
thanks to St. Cloud State!
Roy and Marguerite spend
their summers in Minnesota and reside in T uscon, Arizona during the
winter months.

Jl ~5>0§
RICHARD W. NELSON
'56, Plainview, is a retired
business education teacher.
He has two daughters, one

granddaughter, and a winter home in Weslaco,
Texas.

]1~(60§
GRETCHEN LEISEN '63,
St. Cloud, is a lifelong resident of the St. Cloud area,
and has worked in the
medical profession for 25
years. She owns her own
business, Tri County
Trails, and does professional genealogy consulting.
THOMAS lAHAY '64,
San Diego, Calif., joined
City National Bank as senior vice president and
manager of their San

Thomas LaHay '64
Diego office. Previously, he
served as senior vice president for the Bank of Commerce in San Diego. In his
spare time, Thomas serves
on the Board of the San
Diego Symphony and is a
member of the San Diego

+
Chamber of Commerce.
VIRGINIA KAMPERT
GEARHART '65, Ft. Myers, Fla., teaches at Lehigh
Senior High School. She is
a member of Coalition of
Essential Schools and was
named Lee County Middle
School Language Arts
Teach er of the Year for
1994. Lehigh Senior, a
brand new high school, is
one of Sizer's Coalition
Schools and visitors are
welcome!
NORM SEEHUSEN '66
St. Cloud, was recognized
as fourth quarter Premier
Performer for First American Trust Company. Pre-

State University Board for eight
years and continues to serve higher education as a member of the
Minesota Higher Education
Board. Thirty-four scholarships in
her name have been given to state
university students whose families
have ties to organized labor. It is
fitting that SCSU' s first honorary
doctorate should go to a woman
whose life has been a testament to
the lessons that the best educators
and parents wish to instill in their
students and their children.

SCSU builds more
NASA connections
The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration's connection to SCSU continues to
strengthen with the selection this
year of two student participants
for NASA summer programs.
Eric Mejdrich and Corey
Swenson, electrical engineering seniors, were among 120 college stu-·
dents selected from a nationwide
search for participation in the
1995 Langley Aerospace Research
Summer Scholars program.
The two received scholarships
and were assigned to a 10-week
NASA research project at Langley
this summer. Guided by a mentor
from NASA, Mejdrich and Swenson also attended seminars presented by internationally known
experts in aeronautics, space, environmental and computational
fields.
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CLASSNOTES
mier Performers are recognized for outstanding service to fellow staff and to
clients. Norm is a member
of the board of the new
Central Minnesota Chapter of the SCSU Alumni
Association.
BECKY KASTANEK '66
St. Cloud, is director of '
nursing at St. Benedict's
Centerand is responsible
for over-all management of
the nursing department
and resident care at St.
Benedict's Center.
JOANNE EILERS HILDT
'68, Scottsdale, Ariz., owns
her own shopping center
marketing company; Hildt

& Associates, which recently moved from Chicago to Scottsdale. She
works with SE Developers
Nationwide including Mall
of America. Joanne lives in
Scottsdale and spends her
summers in Minneapolis.
Joanne attended the
Phoenix area Husky Happening for SCSU alumni
in Arizona last January.
KATHY PARRY SCHULTENOVER '68, Franklin,
Tenn., is a book club coordinator for Davis- Kidd
Booksellers, the largest
bookstore in Nashville.
MICHAEL SIEBEN '68,
Newport, was named a

Michael Sieben '68
"Leading Attorney" by his
peers as a result of a
statewide survey of lawyers
conducted by the publisher
of Guidebooks to Law &
Leading Attorneys. He
was nominated in the categories of civil litigation and
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Scene on campus
In March ...
Theater presentations examining the struggles and progress
of African American women and
the feminist movement in America highlighted Women's History
Month on campus with the
Mixed Blood Theatre's production of "Daughters of Africa" and
The Sleeveless Theatre's performance of "The F-Word: A Fresh
and Funny Look at Feminism."
The International Student Association's International Spring
Festival expanded in its 10th
year, collaborating with St. Cloud
area businesses and organizations
and other regional campuses to
develop a larger multicultural celebration. Several cultures were represented through ethnic foods,
displays, dance and other entertainment.
Andrew Vorder Bruegge of
the Department of Theatre and
Film Studies offered free Renaissance dance lessons.
The art department's first visiting artist workshop featured internationally recogniz~d artist
Dorti Cypis, who explores issues
of identity, sexuality and representation through photography and
other mediums.
The mathematics department
hosted Gerry Hayden, head of
the math division and Department of Mathematics and Statistics at the University of Northumbria at Newcastle.
Free blood pressure, vision
and hearing and body composition testing was conducted at the
7th Annual SCSU Health Fair.
Renowned actors of stage and
screen Anthony Zerbe and
Roscoe Lee Browne performed
"Poetry in Motion: Behind the
Broken Words," reading works of
such writers as e.e. cummings,
L'lwrence Ferlingetti, William
Buder Yeats, James Agee, W.H.
Auden and Robinson Jeffers. The
pair also led an oral interpretation
seminar for students. Zerbe has
extensive stage credits and is widely known for his roles in the TV
series "Harry O" and "The Young
Riders." Browne also is well
known on the stage, particularly
for characters of Pulitzer Prize-win-

ner August Wilson, and is familiar to many for his numerous
roles in movies and television.

In April . ..
Poet and musician Joy H.arjo,
author of "She Had Some Horses" and "The Woman Who Fell
From the Sky," performed and
conducted a writing seminar.
About 2,000 Central Minnesota junior high and high
school students participated in
the 28th annual Math Contest
on campus.
Frank Blackwell, a visiting
faculty member from Australia's
Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, taught a course in
real estate principles.
Cornell University professor
Steven Katz, award-winning author of "The Holocaust in Historical Context," was a guest of
SCSU on April 2 7 - Holocaust
Remembrance Day. His visit coincided with the 50th anniversary
of the liberation of Nazi concentration camps. Katz, who was given the Outstanding Book of 1994
in Philosophy and Religion
Award by the American Association of Publishers, also worked
with students of three SCSU
classes which incorporate the
study of the Holocaust in their
curriculum. systematic attempt to
kill all members of a group of
people simply because they had
been born, according to a June
22, 1994 Chronicle of Higher Education article on Katz.
In conjunction with Katz' visit, concentration camp survivor
Henry Oertelt spoke on his experiences, the movie "Schindler's

List" was shown several times on
campus and the works of Minneapolis artist, pediatrician and
holocaust survivor Robert 0.
Fisch, M.D. were displayed in
Atwood Gallery.
An SCSU Opera Theatre
featured a one-act adaptation of
Edith Wharton's "Roman Fever.
The Department of Theater
and Film Studies presented
Sophocles Greek tragedy
"Antigone."
"Government Secrecy vs. the
Public's Right to Know" was the
focus of the Department of Mass
Communication's 21st annual
First Amendment Forum
Guest speakers included Lucy
Dalglish, national chairwoman
for the Society of Professional
Journalists Freedom of Information Committee.
SCSU hosted its second annual Pow Wow, a traditional celebration of new beginnings for
American Indian people.
"America's Troubadour"
Larry Long performed during
the second annual American
Studies Symposium, which featured presentations on the theme
"A River Runs Through Us: Reflections on the Mississippi."
The Department of Theater
and Film Studies presented Paula
Vogel's serio-comedy "The Baltimore Waltz."
SCSU hosted an Undergraduate Research Forum for students and educators in science
and technology. Participants presented their research through an
oral presentation or through an
original poster display.
Thirty-four SCSU undergrad-

CLASSNOTES
personal injury law and appears in the current edition of the Minnesota
Consumer Guidebook to
Law and Leading Attorneys. Michael's practice is
limited to personal injury
and wrongful death claims
on behalf of the victim
with an emphasis on auto
accidents and defective
products.
LINDA 1ASURE '68, Issaquah, Wash., is president of Lasure and Crawford Inc., a consulting and
marketing company which
serves the biosciences industry. Also, she is president of Worldwide Research and Development, a

non-profit company she
founded, who's mission is
to establish locally owned
screening laboratories in
third world countries. In
May, Dr. Lazure received
the Biological Sciences Distinguished Alumni Award.
In 1986 she received the
St. Cloud State University
Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Award.
JACK D. PETERSON '69,
Anoka, is hockey coach at
Champlin Park High
School.

Jl~?O

DAVID MORTENSEN,
Greenwood, Ind., earned

an MBA in April 1995
from Indiana University.
David is plant manager for
Stone Container Corp.
JOHN L HO1AHAN JR.,
Edina, was among four judicial appointments announced by the governor.
Judge Holahan, an attorney for 20 years, was appointed to Hennepin
County District Court. He
is considered an expert in
the field of family law.
PEG MEYER, St. Cloud,
is co-owner of Meyer Associates Inc. and proudly displays a new addition to her
trophy shelf. The 1994
Overall Communications

+

uates and graduate students from
a variety of backgrounds, ages and
life experiences received 199 5
Excellence in Leadership
awards. They include: Jill Baumgartner, Elizabeth Brunsvold, Esther Yuh-Bin Chan, Tom Dickhausen, Brenda Dilly, Patricia
Freihammer, Leah Hebert, Debra
Humann, Fareed Khalil Guyot,
Sean Kaneski, Kendra Kangas,
Jenna Kelly, Kanwal Kumar,
Michelle l.arson, Jerry Lopez,
Theresa McNutt, Jeffrey V. Meier,
James Pelarske, Sean Potter,
Alana Ransom, Brad Roberts,
Uzma Saeed, J.P. Schuchard, Jenny Stevens, Marin Sween, Joel
Theisen II, Olivia Thomas,
Christopher Warden, George
Weber, Shane Weber, Valory
Weiss, Valerie Van Beusekom,
Lisa Virden and Anne Welle.

In May ...
A highly successful 30th annual May Bowle was hosted by
SCSU in the Atwood Center.
This year's benefit for fine arts
students featured student performances and raised $15,000 for an
SCSU scholarship fund.
Sheila Wellstone, wife of
Sen. Paul Wellstone and an ac-

Connections/3
Graduate school expands. The
Minnesota State University Board
has granted approval for SCSU to
initiate during the 1995-96 academic
year a master of science program in
applied economics, the first of its
kind in the state. Demand for such a
master's program is high, as it is for
another new master's program in
computer science, which is expected
to fill the needs of Central Minnesota's expanding labor market.

Honored. Carmen Domogalla, a
May local and urban affairs graduate,
was chosen as the 1995 Undergraduate National Women's Transportation Seminar Scholarship recipient.
The $2,000 scholarship and national
award was presented May 18 in
Philadelphia to the Mahnomen native during the annual conference of
the national WTS, an organization
dedicated to supporting women in
the transportation field.

See "Scene" page 4

1995 Excellence in Leadership Award winner Lisa Virden, left, is joined
at the awards banquet by her sister Laura, who was an Excellence in
Leadership Award winner four years ago. Photo by Neil Andersen

CLASSNOTES
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Peg Meyer '70
Trophy is awarded by the
National Association of
Temporary and Staffing
Services for the most effective overall communications campaign.

GREG A. FREEMAN,
Puyallup, Wash., was promoted to his present rank
of lieutenant colonel while
serving with Inspector-Instructor Staff, 4th Landing
Support Battalion, 4th
Force Service Support
Group, 4th Marine Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.
GERALD S. ORN,
Uniontown, Ohio, was
named president of Central-Allied Enterprises, Inc.
He joined Central-Allied
in 1982 as assistant controller and assistant treasurer, which led to his sue-

Jerry Om '75
cession as executive vice
president and chief operating officer. Jerry enjoys
spending time with his
wife, Cheryl A. Woodhall
Orn, and his three children: Matthew, Joseph,
and Hallie.

DAVID ALLEN
SCHENK, Milaca, spent
ten days in Vietnam as
part of a U.S. delegation of
teachers sponsored by the
Citizen Ambassador Program. He toured education
facilities in Hanoi and Ho
Chi Minh City. David is a
fourth grade teacher in Milaca.

Jl~??

WILLIAM B. ARMSTRONG, Garden Grove,
Calif., is a certified financial planner and works as
a division area manager for

4/Connections

Leading the state. The College of
Social Sciences has received approval
to offer the state's only bachelor's
program in land surveying-mapping
science. In this innovative partnership program with St. Paul Technical
College, students will be required to
take their technical surveying courses
at the technical college, then finish
their requirements to become registered land surveyors at SCSU.

Scene,

cont'd.

tivist for legislative action on the
issues of violence against women,
spoke at the "Take Back the
Night" rally and march.
1995 retirees honored at a
reception included: Lois Barron,
Barbara Bloomer, Charles Ernst,
Robert Hendricks, Vernon Leitch,
J. Brent Norlem, Arthur Qoe)
Redding, Alauddin I. Samarrai,
Robert Benson, Art Erickson, Patricia Ernst, Robert Higgins,
Benedicta Linn, Inez Oggel,
James Roy and Delores (Dee)
Whitlock.

In June.
Instructors for the Annual
Mississippi River Creative
Writing Workshop in Poetry
and Fiction, featured this year in
Fodor' s travel guide, "Great
American I.earning Vacations,"
included workshop creator Bill
Meissner, English, and Minnesota authors Kate Green, Michael
Dennis Browne, Margaret Hasse and Leonard Witt.
Theatre L'Homme Dieu,

SCSU' s summer threater company located in Alexandria, Minn.,
opened its 35th season with the
musical "Fiddler on the Roof."
Other summer productions included Agatha Christie's "The
Mousetrap," "The Man Who
Came to Dinner," "The Miracle
Worker," "Fools," and "A Funny
Thing ·Happened on the Way to
the Forum."

Kudos
Simpson awarded
1995 Athena

Michael Gold-Biss

Dorothy Simpson, vice president for university relations, was
honored May 4 as the 1995 recipient of the St. Cloud Area Chamber of Commerce Athena, an
award presented annually to one
who has demonstrated excellence
in a business or profession,
shown support for professional
women and been an active community volunteer.
Simpson, the first woman to
be hired as a full-time vice president at SCSU, has been a leader
in Chamber and United Way activities as well as other community volunteer work. She led the effort to change Chamber by-laws
and make it easier for women to
be nominated to the board of directors.

Other recent notable accomplishments by SCSU faculty
and staff include:

Minnesota Lt. Gov. Joanne Benson, far left, congratulates Peter Jagaraj,
second from left, and Fran Neidermeier, far right, SCSU employees honored at the recent MN GREAT awards ceremony for state employees
whose special efforts reduce and prevent poltution. Jagaraj and Neidermeier spearheaded conversion of the purchasing system from a paper-driven to <;omputer-based program, reducing paper waste from 108,000 to
36,000 recyclable sheets. Also honored were Chuck Lindgren for his recommendation to replace battery-operated smoke detectors with a har4wire system, eliminating problems of removal, replacement and disposal;
Karla Stavos, who negotiated to have a farmer use 30 tons of food scraps
as animal feed, allowing for reduced costs and landfill disposal; Joe Meiei:hofer, who provided funds from the National Hockey Center budget to
convert from a propane to electric-powered Zamboni to protect air quality. Steve Ludwig, assistant vice president for facilities management, pictured second from right, and Barbara Keller of Buildings and Grounds
developed SCSU's nomination. MN GREAT is coordinated by the Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance. Photo submitted.

Jim Robinson, professor of
English, received a George Bereday Award for best article published in the Comparative Education Review during 1994 at the
annual meeting of the Comparative and International Education
Society April 1 in Boston. Robinson's article, "Social Status and
Academic Success in Korea," was
cited by the review committee as
being "an imaginative combination of methods, with careful attention to both context and
schooling."
Don Hofsommer, professor
of history, was honored as a winner of the Gerald M. Best Senior
Achievement Award at the recent
annual meeting of the Railway
and Locomotive Historical Society. The award honors significant
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Great Western Financial
Securities in Orange, Calif.
William is married and enjoys spending time with
his two children: Jake age
three-and-a-half and Breana age one and a half.
JOSEPH JERKOVICH,
St. Cloud, was appointed
office manager of St.
Cloud Beltone Hearing
Aid Center. Joseph has
nine years experience in
the hearing aid industry
and has extensive technical
knowledge and hearing aid
fitting skills. He will also
manage thf' ,mpany's Littie Falls oft1-..c.

11. <!))7! §
HELEN MCMULLEN,
Rush Springs, Okla., received the Council in Law
Enforcement Education
and Training (CLEET) certification, a document neeessary for being a police of.
ficer. Helen received a master' s degree in Criminal
Justice from Oklahoma
City University in 1987.
NICHOIAS PROM, Sauk
Rapids, is the general
manger of Benton Cooperative Telephone Co. in
Rice and was elected to the
board of the Minnesota
Telephone Association. As

+

a director, he will help define how the association
will represent the interests
of Minnesota's telecommunications industry.

Il~§(O)
Kirk W. Reilly '79
Court's Alternative Resolution Review Board.
KEN NOYES, Marshall,
was named president and
chief operating officer of
Schwan's Sales Enterprises. He is the first nonfamily member to become pres-

ical, environmental, economic, social and cultural aspects of society.
Robert Lavenda, professor of
sociology and anthropology, is
coauthor of two recently published textbooks, the third edition
of Cultural Anthropology: A Perspective on the Human
Condition, and the first edition of
a general text, Anthropology: A
Perspective on the Human Condition. The student study guides accompanying these texts are written by Lavenda and Margaret
Rauch, professor emerita in the
Academic I.earning Center.
Professor Ray Collins and
Associate Professor John Oxton,
physical education, recreation and
sports science, have entered an
agreement with Kendall/Hunt
Publishing Company to coauthor
the second edition of Golf: Playing it Straight, a general education textbook. Collins also has
cowritten the fourth edition of
The Art and Science of Racquetball, a textbook to be released by
Tichenor Publishing.
A longtime SCSU math professor and Aero Club adviser,
Rowland "Andy" Anderson, recently was inducted into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame. He
was honored for his work with
the Aero Club from its inception
in 1948 to 1972.
Annette Wilson, special assistant to the president, was presented with the Diversity Education Award for her success in increasing minority involvement in
the St. Cloud leadership program.
This was one of the Mayor's
High-Five Community awards
presented July 8.
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ident of Schwan's, the
state's second-largest privately held business. Ken
has been with Schwan' s
for 12 years. Previously, he
worked for three years as a
CPA at KMPG Peat Marwick.
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KIRK W. REILLY, Eagan,
a partner with the firm,
Mackall, Crounse &
Moore, PLC, was certified
as a Civil Trial Specialist
by the Civil Litigation Section of the Minnesota
State Bar Association.
Also, he was approved for
inclusion on the statewide
neutrals roster as an arbitrator and mediator by the
Minnesota Supreme

contributions of long standing to
the writing, preservation and interpretation of North America's
railroading history. Hofsommer
has been editor of the Lexington
Group's Quarterly and has published more than 50 pieces in that
publication and others.
Richard Lawrence, associate
professor of criminal justice, has
received a contract from Oxford
University Press for his forthcoming book, Delinquency, Schools,
and Justice.
'Michael Gold-Biss, professor
of political science, examines differing expert opinions and perceptions of terrorism in his recently published book, The Discourse on Terrorism: Political Violence and the Subcommittee on
Security and Terrorism, 19811986. By examining existing literature on the issue of terrorism,
Gold-Biss analyzes and offers an
alternative understanding of the
the subject. Published by Peter
Lang Publishing, Inc. of New
York, the book is available in paperback.
Anthony Schwaller, professor of industrial studies, recently
had a textbook, Transportation,
published by Thomson I.earning
Tools, a subdivision of SouthWestern Publishing. The book is
designed for middle wchool technology programs and includes six
chapters of terrestrial, marine,
space and atmospheric transportation in our society. Schwaller also
recently coauthored the textbook,
Energy Technology: Sources of
Power, with Anthony Gilberti.
The book's 10 chapters include a
range of energy topics tied to polit-

JOSEPH SANDERS,
Chicago, Ill., was named
Volunteer of the Year for
Chicago House Social Services.
MARK DZIEWECZYNSKl, Circle Pines, is a loan
officer for Chemical Mortgage Co. in Coon Rapids.
CHUCK A. SELL JR.,

Monticello, is the middle
market sales manager for
Norwest Equipment Finance, Inc., a subsidiary of
Norwest Bank.
PRENTISS FOSTER, St.
Cloud, was promoted to
the rank of senior master
sergeant in the Air Force
Reserve. He is a member
of the 934th Airlift Wing,
based at the MinneapolisSt. Paul International Airport Air Reserve Station
and is a 15 year member
of the 934th Civil Engineer Squadron. The 934th
flies the C- 130 Hercules
cargo aircraft, providing
airlift support worldwide

for airborne forces, equipment, supplies and
aeromedical evacuation.
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JANE SCHUTZ BROOKSTEIN, Silver Springs,
Md., is the Senior Manager, Membership Division,
for the Association of Trial
Lawyers of America in
Washington D.C.
TAMMY OHi.AND, New
Ulm, was named director
of stores at Herberger' s.
She will help form a store
travel team that provides
guidance for their 40 stores
in ten states. Her involvement covers a broad range
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Robotics project
turns students into
problem solvers
$89,000 grant
continues 'win-win'
SCSV-Frigidaire
partners hip
by Marsha Shoemaker
and Kelly Josephson

"Ernie" the Frigidaire plant robot
has taken over a function once
performed by a human Ernie applying a 300-degree sealant to
freezer shells. But the human
Ernie doesn't mind. He's doing
another job now at Frigidaire one far less risky.
"Ernie," actually a robotic
arm, is the first in what promises
to be a series of technological devices to perform movements that
could expose Frigidaire employees
to such health hazards as burns
or carpal tunnel syndrome. But at
this company, automation is taking risks, not jobs, away from assembly line workers.
Developed through a partnership project with St. Cloud State
University's manufacturing engineering program, "Ernie" soon
will be joined by other automated
devices that will take over movements most likely to cause repetitive motion problems among assembly line workers.
As a result of an $89,000
Minnesota Job Skills Partnership
grant, a robotics laboratory and
classroom for St. Cloud State
manufacturing engineering students and Frigidaire employees is
being set up at the Frigidaire
plant site. There teams comprised
of students and Frigidaire employees will design technology to
reduce health risks often inherent
in assembly line jobs.
The robotics project will solve
problems both for the university

and Frigidaire. Like most public
universities, St. Cloud State has
budget constraints that prevent its
manufacturing engineering program from adding instructional
space in the near future. With an
on-site robotics laboratory,
Frigidaire has given SCSU's manufacturing engineering students
an innovative classroom and a
chance to get experience ih the
field.
The university's manufacturing engineering program encourages students to provide local businesses with innovative ideas
through a senior design project, a
goal that has allowed the needs of
students and of industry to be met
simultaneously. "Ernie" is a good
example of how such projects can
be mutually beneficial, according
to the program's faculty.
"Senior design projects are
about solving a real world problem at an industrial site," said Andrew Bekkala, Director of
SCSU' s manufacturing engineering program. "It is fair to say it is
a win-win situation."
Last fall, Frigidaire assembled
a team of two SCSU manufacturing engineering students and two
Frigidaire employees. The team
collaborated to design, develop
and install a robot cell to reduce
risk to human life by taking over
a job classified as intensively dangerous and tedious, according to
Lee Benjamin, a manufacturing
engineer at Frigidaire. "We're
happy with the risk reduction.
The program has been productive
and has increased 9ur (operating)
time. Not only is the robot working very well, we've even been
able to expand its function." Representatives of both St.
Cloud State and Frigidaire agree

this maiden project is a winner,
and expanding the design and
training opportunities with a robotics laboratory and classroom
will only multiply advantages to
students and Frigidaire employees. "Students bring the knowhow and we give them the experience, which benefits everyone,"
Benjamin said.
Perhaps more importantly,
union leaders and line workers
have embraced the concept of robotics and the benefits it can
bring, said Jill Ciliberto, an assistant vice president at St. Cloud
State who developed the grant
with Bekkala and John Hagel, education and developmel)t administrator at Frigidaire. Besides providing for enhanced learning opportunities for SCSU students,
the grant will support advanced
training in technology for hundreds of Frigidaire assembly line
workers and technicians. Developing curriculum for training 1,700
employees in robotics technology
will broaden the partnership even
further by involving St. Cloud
Technical College.
Tony Goddard, director of the
St. Cloud Area Economic Development Partnership, sees cooperation like that between SCSU and
Frigidaire as an innovative way to
develop economic growth.
"Engineering programs are an
economic benefit to this area,"
Goddard says. "St. Cloud State
has been instrumental in creating
outreach efforts that have improved the connection between
the knowledge base at the university to the opportunities available
in local industry. Without that
technology the area would be a lot
worse off."
"St. Cloud State has been ac-
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of areas, including merchandising, advertising,
training, expense control,
and competition assessment.
PAULA. KOVAC H , Baxter, is vice president of fi.
nance for the seafood division of Multifoods.
STEVEN SCHWEGMAN, St. Cloud, was elected to the board of directors
of Quinlivan, Sherwood,
Spellacy & Tarvestad.
While serving as a board
member, he will continue
to practice in the areas of
civil litigation, insurance
defense, no-fault and workers' compensation.

DEBORA K. BOELZ,
Sauk Rapids, is the execurive director of Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Central
Minnesota.
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ClARK ELVERUM,
Chesapeake, Va., is the
managing director of 16
franchise Burger Kings in
the Virginia Beach area.
Clark and his wife BONNIE BROWN ELVERUM
'81 have two daughters,
Cassie age five and a half,
and Claire age twenty
months.
JIM TOPITZHOFER,
Oakdale, graduated with

an MBA in May from St.
Thomas University.
KATERI LITKE TOPITZHOFER, Oakdale,
graduated with a Ph.D. in
June from the University
of Minnesota.
DEB BERGERON, Richmond, received US West
Direct' s President's Circle
of Excellence Award for
outstanding sales for 1994.
HAROLD WEBBER, Atlanta, Ga., achieved Junior
National Referee Status in
volleyball. Also, he is the
director of high school volleyball referees for Georgia.
BOB BISSEN, Alexandria,
Va., was named manager

+
of government relations for
APCO Associates in
Washington D.C.
TED J. HAGERT, Goodfellow AFB, Texas, was cited for superior performance of duty while assigned with Naval Technical Training Center Detachment. He consistently
performed his demanding
duties in an exemplary and
highly professional manner.
JEFF FlANAGAN, Dallas, Texas, was awarded
the 1994 President's
Award form Northwestern
National Life Insurance for
Excellence in regional sales
office management, pro-

"Ernie," the robotic arm that has taken over the risky job of applying a
hot sealant to freezers at the St. Cloud Frigidaire plant was developed by
SCSU manufacturing engineering faculty and students and Frigidaire employees. Photo by Jim Altobell.

rive in forming organizations that
provide technology assistance, like
the Manufacturing Fund of Central Minnesota, and it has been
instn1mental in creating and running thf non-profit organization
Minnesota Technology, Inc.,"
Goddard said.
But while SCSU has developed other successful programs
with local businesses, Goddard
points to the SCSU-Frigidaire
connection as an example of how
successful a cooperative can be
when both parties gain from the
effort.
0

"St. Cloud State has been
instrumental in creating
outreach efforts that have
improved the connection
between the knowledge
base at the university
to the opportunities
available in local
industry. Without that
technology the area would
be alot worse off."
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cellence Award, one of the
company's top employee
honors which is given annually to one or more of
Piper Jaffray employees
who demonstrate excellent
service to clients and coworkers, provide leadership and positively promote the firm's image or
reputation.

Jeff Flanagan '82
duction and profitability.
Jeff lives in Dallas with his
wife, BARB PURSELL
FlANAGAN '82, and
their and four daughters.
MARIE A. UHRICH,
Bloomington, received the
Piper Jaffray Circle of Ex-
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KENT G. DUNHAM, Plymouth, was promoted to
vice president of sales for
MacKay Photopak where
he is in charge of wholesale and professional markets.

JEAN WERSCHAY
REUM, Albany, received
Express Personnel Services' Top Ten Volume
Award. She was recognized
witj-i sales in the top ten
percent of the organization's 241 international of.
fices. Jean has been the
professional recruiter at the
St. Cloud office for two
years.

]lg)§~
CARI L GIBBONS
GAULT, Sartell, is married to STEVEN PA UL
GAULT '87 and they have
two sons, ages 3 and 6.
Cari is the director of pro-
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Di~tinguished. SCSU' s Department
of Biological Sciences recognized
alumna Linda L Lasure during a
Distinguished Alumni Lecture and
Award ceremony May 12. Lasure
graduated in 1968 in biology and
chemistry and went on to earn a
Ph.D. in genetics from Syracuse University in 1972. Lasure, president of
Lasure and Crawford, Inc., and
Worldwide Research and Development, has established strain improvement programs for Mucor
miehei, a producer of microbial rennet. She also has directed several
projects to search for new therapeutic drugs using a high-through-put
screening technology and molecular
target-based assays.

Student volunteers
learn through service
by Marsha Shoemaker

As hundreds of SCSU student volunteers
help the youth, the elderly, the disabled
and the disadvantaged in the greater St.
Cloud community, they derive the satisfaction that can come only from self.. sacrifice. But many report acquiring a bonus:
practical experience that translates into invaluable career and life preparation.
Nationally the idea of connecting community service experiences with academic
learning has been dubbed "service-learning." At SCSU this concept has strong
roots in a tradition of voluntarism among
students, and with encouragement from
faculty and staff the number of students
realizing the benefits of sharing their time,
talents and energy with others is growing.
"More faculty are encouraging stu-

Joe Nayquonabe '93 (center), current chemical dependency social services supervisor for the
Mille Lacs Indian Reservation, talks with SCSU applied psychology field work student volun,
teers (from left) Ivy Nielsen, Owen Zimpel and Zayanna Fakhreddine. The students have
worked in the areas of chemical dependency assessment and aftercare. Photo by Jim Altobell.
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Robert Ziegler '84
gram development with
the St. Cloud Housing and
Redevelopment Authority.
She has been with Hausing and Redevelopment
Authority ever since her
SCSU internship over 11
years ago.

ROBERT ZIEGLER, Rockford, began his second
year term as president of
the Minnesota Elementary
School Principals' Association.
TOM FINKE, Modesto,
Calif., completed his MBA
at California State University at Stanislaus. He
works as a controller for
California Eggs.
THEODORE AGUIRRELAGANDRE, Waterbury,
Vt., displayed a photography exhibit entitled "Intrusion in Harmony, "in the
Atwood Center Gallery
this summer.
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LYNNE PUTZKE, Maadi,
Cairo, Egypt, will be off on
a new adventure in Thailand after teaching in
Cairo for six years.
LORI BRUHN KLITZKE,
Delano, joined XEROX as
a marketing executive. Prior to working for XEROX,
she was employed with
D.C. Hey Company for
five years.
BRUCE CHARLES
BASCH, Sister Bay, Wis.,
earned an MFA in 1994
from University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.
BARCLAY G. CARRIAR,

dents to get interested in volunteering as a
way to prepare for a career, and more students are seeing volunteer opportunities
as a career readier," says Maribeth Overland Swalley, hired in fall of 1994 as
SCSU' s first full-time professional coordinator of Volunteer Link, a campus resource center that matches students' skills
to the needs of area agencies and individuals.
Volunteer Link has matched students
to volunteer positions in more than 110
local non-profit agencies. This year Swalley and her stuqent staff set a record by assisting more than 800 students.
Michael Gritman, an SCSU junior
majoring in education, has found several
satisfying volunteer assignments through
Volunteer Link. "Volunteering has given
me a more realistic view of life," he says.
"When you volunteer you run into many
different people who have many different
ideas."
Gritman, who plans to take his experiences into the classroom and to motivate
his students to follow his example, ·has
learned that volunteering offers practical
benefits.
Volunteers develop skills they can apply later in their careers and in other relationships. And they get the chance to take
some risks and formulate some goals they
may not have without these new experiences.
Michelle Larson, who graduated this
spring with a major in mass communications and was a 1995 Excellence in Leadership Award winner, credits her involvement in volunteer activities with developing her communications skills, teaching
her time management and giving her a
chance to interact with people from all
walks of life.
"My most rewarding experiences came
when I saw a smile or heard a thank you

+
St Cloud, moderated a
conference in Natural
Bridge, Va. on the formation of group practices
within the financial planning industry.
JEANNE GARDNER
CATION, Rogers, is a
help desk consultant at
NSP in Minneapolis. She
and her husband Mark
have a one-year-old <laughter named Stephanie.
LES SCHULTZ, New
Ulm, is the new director of
the Brown County J;>robation Department in New
Ulm and is working on a
master's at Mankato State.

from someone whose life I had touched
by volunteering," said Larson, whose community activities included organizing a
fundraiser for a local woman at Christmas, cleaning a South Side neighborhood
block once a month and helping to paint
the house of a needy local resident. "In
every organization I became involved with
I encouraged others to get involved with
the St. Cloud community by sharing their .
time to help others. As I look back, I can
proudly say I have given something back
to a community I have grown so much
from."
Another 1995 graduate (risk management/insurance) and Excellence in Leadership winner, Jill Baumgartner, believes
she honed her beliefs about social responsibility through her many community volunteer activities. "Social responsibility is a
continuous development with different
levels or intensities of decision-making involved.
"By participating in the Salvation
A~my bell ringing and the Girl Scout
phone-a-than, I have been able to raise
funds for those in need," Baumgartner
said. "To truly help society, we must help
everyone have the opportunity for success.
"Through my volunteering for the Big
Brothers/Big Sisters Carnival Cruise in
Shoemaker Hall, I was able to be a friend
for a day to a young boy. Through Adopta-Block I have demonstrated social responsibility for the environment."
The significance of these lessons is not
lost on employers, who are impressed by
applicants who have been volunteers, says
Betty Schnettler, a staff member for United Way of the St. Cloud Area. "It (volunteer experience) shows they're getting involved outside the classroom, learning
how to make choices, and learning communication, marketing and other skills
that all are transferrable to future employment. Future employers know when students have practiced these skills, they can
be a direct asset to the workplace."
Students who volunteer also learn
how to confront their attitudes about peo-
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JAMI ERCK BESTGEN,
Sartell, was promoted to
director of marketing and
fund-raising at United
Way of the St. Cloud area.
MICHAEL ERICKSON,
St. Louis Park, earned the
Air Medal in his Air Force
Reserve unit. The medal
honors his meritorious
achievement in Operation
Provide Promise, the United Nations humanitarian
relief effort in BosniaHerzegovina. Michael is a
captain in the 934th Airlift
Wing, based at Minneapolis-St Paul airport

MYRON D. WHITE, Raymond, Wash., accepted a
position as director of Columbia Pacific Economic
Divelopment District in
southwest Washington.

Ilg)§?
BRAD BECHTOLD,
Sauk Rapids, was recognized as sales representative of the year for 1994 by
his employer, TimmonsSheehan, a food brokerage
company based in Eden
Prairie.
ROBERT J RUDBERG,
Mound, is a certified
sports massage therapist
with his own company in

Mound.
LORI MARIE NELSON,
Woodbury, is the regional
director for National Parks
and Conservation Association. Also, Lori recently
graduated from Hamline
Law School.
JEFF RICHTER, received
Edina Realty's President
Circle Sales Award for
1994. The President Circle
represents the top 3 percent of residential real estate sales representatives
nationwide.
STEVEN PAUL GAULT,
Sartell, is married to CARI
L GIBBONS GAULT
and together they have two
sons ages 3 and 6. He is a
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Minority Teaching
Fellows project
receives accolades

Michael Gritman

pie and issues, as well as how to network
and build good working relationships,
Schnettler says. "And when people have a
mindset about connecting with community, they will make better employees." 0

Volunteer programs
capture awards
Two SCSU student volunteer programs
recently received recognition for their out•
standing contributions to the community
and to the campus.
The Z Club, an organization that connects student volunteers to a wide variety
of community needs, received a Mayor's
High Five Award during the Wheels,
Wings and Water Festival July 6-9 in St.
Cloud.
Created four years ago by students
who wanted to mobilize other student volunteers, the Z Club has built a network of
agencies and individuals who call on student members for help. "We do whatever
we can do to help out, from participating
in the Super Cities Walk to shoveling
sidewalks for elderly neighbors," said Z
Club charter member Michael Gritman.
"We plug directly into the community to
help fill the needs out there."
Chad Groetsch, who helped organize

the club and was its president for two
years, has been a recipient of the Mayor's
Meritorious Service Award.
Another SCSU program mobilized by
student volunteers through Student Disabilities Services, the SCSU Volunteer
Note Taking Service Program, was selected
as one of Minnesota's 1995 Star Youth
Service Programs.
The note-taking program is ~ - - - - - - run by an all-volunteer staff. Not
only was the program recognized
for helping students with disabilities, its participants were applauded for creating greater awareness
of people with disabilities, increasing voluntarism and conserving scarce resources by voving
from a paid staff to an all-volunteer staff.
Accommodating more than
200 students with disabilities, the
note-taking service recruits and
trains student volunteers and
places the note takers in classes.
The program was recognized as
an example of excellent youth service and service-learning practice
SCSU applied psychology and sociology major Toni Roy has volunat the Governor's Youth Service
teered her time at St. Benedict's Center in St. Cloud for about two
Recognition Event April 25 on
months. Here she is shown talking with and spending some time
the Capitol lawn.
0
with a resident. Photo by Jim Altobell.

"More faculty are encouraging students to get
interested in volunteering as away to prepare
for acareer, and more students are seeing
volunteer opportunities as acareer-readier."
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customer service representative assistant at Nahan
Printing.
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DAVE BEFORD, West
Bloomfield, is working for
Electronic Data Systems
(EDS) as an Advanced Systerns Engineer. He has
been with EDS for six
years.
DANIEL P. RAUSCH , St.
Cloud, was promoted to
supervisor as a tax specialist with the firm, McMahon Hartmann Amundson & Co.
MARILYN OBERMILLER, St. Cloud, was

elected as president of
United Arts of Central
Minnesota Board of Directors.
DEBRA K. PRIEBE, Pi!lager, was promoted to
manager of daily valuation
recordkeeping. She has
been with Universal Pensions for five years.
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SCOTT SCHNEIDER,
St. Cloud, is vice president
of St. Cloud based Northwestern Artificial limb
and Brace Co. He was
named one of Minnesota's
Small Business Persons of
the Year by the U.S. Small

Business Administration.
Northwestern Artificial
Llmb and Brace Co. is not·
ed for donating time and
products to patients in
need and for developing
an easy-wear prosthetic that
eases pressure and rubbing.
TIMOTHY E. FRIBLEY,
Pella, Iowa, passed the National Board for Respiratory Care Credentialing
Exam. Also, he was
awarded certified respiratory therapy technician eredentials.
STEVE CARLSON, Monticello, was promoted to
commission and produc-

+
tion specialist at Pruden•
tial's northwest business
campus in Plymouth,
Minn.
JODI LYNN NELSON
SCHMITT, Elk River,
built a new home in Minnesota after residing in
Dallas, Texas for over five
years. She earned her master' s degree in elementary
school counseling at the
University of North Texas.
Jodi is a 5th grade teacher
in Anoka.
PAUL CAHILL, Savage, is
married to MAUREEN
SLATER CAHILL
'90.They have two <laughters, Megan and Allison.

The SCSU Minority Teaching
Fellows project recently received
recognition at a cultural diversity
celebration Gov. Arne Carlson
hosted in St. Paul.
The project, in its stxth year,
brings to campus minority instructors who are completing
their teminal degrees and preparing to be university faculty. Participants are given the opportunity
to teach a course and to become
acquainted with SCSU and the
community. Two veterans of the
project have joined the SCSU
faculty.
Eight fellows chosen from
among 70 applicants taught at
SCSU this summer. They included: Arna Aduonum, Florida State
University, music; Lori Allen,
Kansas State University, teacher
development; Laura Bridges,
University of Georgia, psychology; Debra Garrett, Howard University, communication disorders; Charles Holmond, University of Cincinnati, theater; Xavier
Inda, University of CaliforniaBerkeley, anthropology; Victor
Ramos, University of San Francisco, teacher development; and
Chani Phillips, Fielding Institute,
applied psychology.

Ten successful years. SCSU's
Math-Science-Computer summer
camps for girls and students of color
in grades three through eight celebrated their 10th anniversary this
year. The camps integrate field trips
and other innovative methods to develop interest in these areas of study
among student groups that traditionally have been underrepresented.
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Paul is employed by Midwest Coca Cola as an account manager in sales.
LISA HABERMAN KIBLER, Rochester, is employed by State Farm Insurance Companies in
Rochester, Minn. as a fire
claim specialist. She and
her husband, Keith, reside
in Rochester.
ANN SCHNETTLER
MASER, West St. Paul, is
a staff accountant for
Lutheran Brotherhood, a
fraternal life insurance
company that sells life insurance and investment
products to Lutherans.
Ann works in the mort-

gage loan and real estate
accounting department.
CHRISTINE LYNSKEY
CLARK, Stillwate~s
promoted to assis ·t vice
president of planning and
marketing at Lake Elmo
Bank. Christine is married
to ROBERT CLARK '90
and they have one child
named Joshua.
JOHN FOLKESTAD, St.
Paul, is director of Accountemps Division-Bloomington of Robert Half International. John is also a member of the Twin Cities ~
gional Chapter Board of
the SCSU Alumni Association.

Patrick Forsyth '89 &
Nancy Barsness '90
PATRICK FORSYTH,
Caledonia, is employed
by Burlington Northern
Railroad of St. Paul, as
an information technology
auditor.

Scholarships help
students, university ·
fulfill mission
by Jan Zniewski,
Director of Development

and assist the university in fulfill• ing its mission. Each of the scholarships described below were established in a different way, but all
are going to assist worthy students
complete their degrees.

Almost all students have some
_ Ronald G. Perrier Scholarship
moment when they are not sure
in Film Stu3ies
they can finish their education.
Some are not so sure they can
A scholarship has been established for students who are film
even start the four-year trek toward a degree. Many of these
studies minors by Ronald G. Perdark moments are caused by firier, a professor in the Departnancial uncertainty: family and
ment of Theatre and Film Studies
personal resources and the funds
who has taught at SCSU since
1975. The scholarship will be
available from federal and state financial aid programs are not
awarded quarterly. Perrier will
enough. As a result, scholarships
fund this scholarship with annual
received through the SCSU Foungifts. He has made a planned gift,
endowing the scholarship by makdation become an important facing the SCSU Foundation a benetor in the eventual success of
' ficiary of an IRA.
many of our students.
Perrier earlier established the
· The funds for these scholarships are established in a variety of
Ronald G. Perrier Scholarship in
ways. Each method is a good
Theatre Arts and Athletic Performance. A fully funded endowchoice for the donor and the University, as all result in scholarships
ment, this scholarship is awarded
annually.
that will help individual students

Ronald G. Perrier

Glen and Ruth Allen Jadwin
Scholarship in Teacher
Development
Glen Jadwin established this
scholarship with a gift of $10,000
which formed an endowment
principal. It will be first awarded
for the fall of 1997 to a student
who intends a career in teaching.
Jadwin's wife, Ruth Allen Jad-
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NANCY BARSNESS,
Eden Prairie, is employed
by Abbott Northwestern
Hospital of Minneapolis as
a physical therapist.
CHERYLL. TUPPER PETERSON. Taylor. Mich,
wrote the script and directed the musical, Who
Holds the Keys? The Passion Play. It was filmed by
LeSea broadcasting and later shown on WHME-TV
and other channels on
their network. This play
had over 100 cast memhers and was filmed live.
Over 5.000 people attend-

Cheryl L. Tupper
Peterson '90
ed the five performances of
the Easter play.
LEO V. HOFMEISTER,
Sioux Falls, SD, was promoted to director of
KELO-TV in September of
1994. He is responsible

for directing and technical
directing for local news
casts. Leo also works parttime as an on-line editor
for Dakota T eleproductions which creates commercials for clients all over
the U.S.
MAUREEN SLATER
CAHILL, Savage, is married to PAUL CAHILL
'89.They have two daughters, Megan and Allison.
Maureen is the planning
editor at KTSP-TV.
KATHLEEN SCHAUER,
Mendota Heights, was recruited for a job as marketing manager for United
Properties, a commercial

+
real estate firm and she got
the job!

RS9)S9)R
SHERI MANDELL, Little
Canada, is a teacher for
Mahtomedi Public
Schools.
KELLY LYNN ALBRIGHT, St. Louis Park,
is a health educator for the
Minnesota Department of
Health-Division of Environmental Health. She
spent the past year working on the Environmental
Protection Agency grant
for radon and indoor air
pollutants.
SARA MENK, New

win, grew up in St. Cloud. She
and four brothers and sisters attended St. Cloud State and all became educators. She and her husband both graduated first in 1924
with two-year teaching degrees.
Jadwin received his four-year degree in 1930, and she received
~hers in 1932. They lived in Texas
for many years, and Ruth Allen
Jadwin died three years ago.
Jadwin first had intended to
make a bequest in his will to establish the endowment, but he
chose instead to make this gift
during his lifetime. He honors
both the role St. Cloud State has
played in his life and in the lives
of his wife and her family. "They
were," he says, "the most beautiful family anyone could imagine."

Willmar Poultry Company
Scholarship Program
Willmar Poultry Company
has established a scholarship program for employees at the company's affiliates: Farm Services Ele-

vator, PALS, Heartland Food
Company, Willmar Poultry Farms
and Mid West Data. Employees
and their dependents are eligible
to apply when they plan to attend
St. Cloud State. Recipients will be
selected on the basis of their
scholastic achievement, financial
need, educational goals and community involvement. Willmar
Poultry Company will fund this
program with annual gifts.

Robert and Ronald Besonen
Endowed Scholarship Fund
The Besonen Endowed Scholarship Fund has been established
by an anonymous donor to support scholarships for students
who are double majors in ·finance
and economics.
The Besonen brothers both
are 1982 graduates of SCSU.
Robert is a senior financial analyst with Super Value, Inc. in
Minneapolis. Ronald is a financial analyst for Cook Communications Ministries in Colorado.
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Brighton, is a math teacher
at Anoka High School and
received her master of arts
degree from St. Mary's.
ERIK LARSON, Minneapolis, is doing graduate
work in clinical social
work. Currently, he is the
life enhancement coordinator for Minnesota Aids
Project.
AMY FRANTTI, Minneapolis, started a new job
in May with an interactive
multi-media developer in
Minneapolis.

RS9JS9Jl
SCOTT CHARTIER,
New Brighton, is an office

manager for Menard's in
Bismark, N .D.
DENISE PETERSON
KLOSTERMAN, Plymouth, is the project director at a market research
company in Edina.
KATRINA KAUTZ
STAGE, Las Vegas, is an
elementary school teacher
in Las Vegas and is completing her master's degree
at night school through
Las Vegas University.
STEVEN A. LAWRENCE, Montevideo, is
the director of Chippewa
County Land and Resource Management.
CHRISTOPHER M.

FEMRITE, Camp Pendleton, Calif., was promoted
to his present rank of first
lieutenant while serving
with Marine Air Support
Squadron three, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine
Corps Air Station, Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

Rg>S9)J
WILLIE ENCK, Coon
Rapids, directs the Lay's
Potato Chip Challenge for
Frito Lay. He is on the
board of the Twin Cities
area Chapter Board of the
SCSU Alumni Association.
TAVIS HUDSON, Ro-
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Auditorium renamed
for Kimberly Ritsche
~

Donors make this a
banner giving year
by Kay Sebastian

$300,000 gift from

Jan

Ritsche to the Stewart Hall Auditorium renovation campaign will
honor the memory of her daughter Kimberly, a 1982 graduate of

scsu.

As a result of Ritsche' s leadership gift, one of the largest single
commitments in SCSU' s 125-year
history, Stewart Hall Auditorium
will be renamed "Kimberly A.
Ritsche Auditorium" to honor the
alumnus who died five years ago
as a result of a car accident. Kimberly graduated with a major in
criminal justice and minor in aviation, and scholarships in her
name also have been set up for
students in both of these divisions.
Following her graduation from
SCSU, Kimberly Ritsche joined
the U.S. Air Force and was a graduate of San Antonio Officers
Training School. At the time of
her death, she was an Air Force
Captain in San Antonio, Texas.
"I feel so good about this
memorial because Kim was such
an inspiration through her lifetime and through this memorial
her name will continue to be connected with a place where so
many inspirational events are happening," Ritsche said of the renaming of the auditorium. "This
is a very fitting memorial to Kim
because so many of the criminal
justice classes meet in this auditorium.
"I've been a lifelong resident
of St Cloud, and St. Cloud State
has been an important part of our
family's lives," Ritsche said. "It's
an honor for me to support our
local university in this way and at
the same time offer a lasting
memorial to Kimberly."
"Major donations such as Jan
Ritsche' s gift demonstrate how a
public/private partnership can further enhance the excellence provided at St Cloud State," said
Robert Bess, who was president of
SCSU at the time the gift was giv-

Kimberly Ann Ritsche

en and who initiated the renov~tion campaign. "But, more importantly, her gift sets an example. I
am sure that others will be more
likely to support SCSU as a result
ofJan Ritsche's generous gift."
Renovation of the auditorium
began this summer and is expected to be completed by September.
A $650,000 fund-raising campaign for the two-year project was
launched in January with a concert featuring Bobby Mcferrin
and the St Paul Chamber Orches-

Jan Ritsche stands in front of Stewart Hall and the doors that lead to the
auditorium which will be named in memory of her daughter, Kimberly
Ritsche. The auditorium soon will undergo a $650,000 renovation,
which will, among other things, replace seats that were installed when the
building was completed in 1948. Photo by Jim Altobell.
tra. The extensive interior renovation to the auditorium, built in
1948, includes new seats and updated light and sound systems.

$112,000 bequest
to establish
scholarship fund
Robert W. Babcock of Kalamazoo, Mich., established a scholarship fund in memory of his wife's
mother with a bequest. The re-

SCSU graduate Scott Schneider, second from right, and his father,in,law
Carl Caspers, far left, met President Bill Clinton when they were hon,
ored recently as second runners-up for the national Small Business Per,
sons of the Year Award presented each year by the U.S. Small Business
Administration. Schneider is vice president of St. Cloud,based North,
western Artificial Limb and Brace. Also congratulating the two was Phil
Lader, head of the U.S. Small Business Administration. See related story
on page 11. Official White House photo by Bob McNeeely

CLASSNOTES
seville, is employed by Apvember's 1994 CPA exam.
plication Developers Train- She is the audit senior at
ing Company as the semiErnst and Young LLP.
nar coordinator and is a
PAMEIA TILLMANN,
member of the board of
Brooklyn Park, accepted a
the Twin Cities area Chap- new position as a human
ter Board of the SCSU
resources technician at LlbAlumni Association.
erty Carton Company in
ALICIA MAUS FRANGolden Valley.
ZEN, Osakis, is the proLISA K. NELSON IAWgram coordinator for DouSTON, Houston, Texas,
glas County Safe Exchange was promoted to assistant
and Visitation Program.
property manager of a 22
ROBERT MATHIASEN,
story high rise building.
Waite Park, joined Ameri- · SCOTT STAGE, Hendercan Express Financial Adson, Nev., is an elementary
visors as a personal finanschool teacher in North
cial advisor.
Las Vegas. He is married
STEPHANIE THULL,
to KATRINA KAUTZ
Minnetonka, passed NoSTAGE '92, who is com-

pleting her master's at
night school through Las
Vegas University.
JENI MASSO, New
Brighton, works as a reservation sales agent for
Northwest Airlines.
DERRICK JAMES DOERR, Monticello, is employed at Larson, Allen,
Weishair and Co. LLP as a
staff accountant. Also, he
is taking a CFP course
through the college for financial planning in Denver, Colo.

Jl~~~

ERIC BJERKE, Burnsville,
is a sales representative for

+
American Photocopy.
CHRISTI SEEIAN, St.
Cloud, joined the firm of
Kern DeWenter Viere Ltd.
as a staff accountant.
MATTHIAS R. KERSCHBAUM, Northfield,
was selected as the Academic Award winner of his
recruit company while undergoing training. His
committment to excellence
put his performance above
all of his peers.
TERRI OLSON,
Rochester, was hired to coordinate adolescent services for Central Minnesota Sexual Assult Center's
four county service area.

mainder interest (20 percent) in
his estate resulted in a gift of
$112,000 to the SCSU Foundation to form the fund known as
the Sarah Ann Uhl Cram Scholarship in Education.
Sarah was born in 1879, only
10 years after St Cloud Normal
School was established. She attended in the early 1900s and was
graduated in 1906. Sarah taught
10 years in Albert Lea and Cloquet. Later, she had on!:! daughter,
Lois, who became Robert Babcock's wife. Lois taught a few
years and served as school librarian in the Kalamazoo School District until her death. Lois and
Robert had no children.
Robert Babcock was an architectural specification writer in
Kalamazoo and served during
World War II as a member of the
Coast Artillery and Marine Intelligence.
"Every life has a story," said
Jan DeBerry Zniewski, director of
development at the SCSU Foundation. "Every person has hopes
and dreams. We all have individuals who have helped us become
the best we can be. Mr. Babcock
valued education and the institution which shaped his mother-inlaw and, through her influence,
his wife. His gift now will help
others be all that they can be. It is
a fine legacy."

Thanks to the generous support
of our alumni, parents, businesses, faculty, staff and friends, we
have exceeded all our giving goals
for the year. Donors have responded to the critical need to expand private support of excellence at SCSU by giving or pledging $1. 9 millio11 - a 62 percent
increase over last year.
The Forward Fund, which
supports scholarships, faculty and
staff grants, library acquisitions,
alumni and foundation programming and special projects, increased this year by 6.5% to
$351,195. Current gifts restricted
to specific University programs
increased by 4 3%. Donors gave
$839,543 to support academic
departments, university-wide programs and special needs. Support
for the Forward Fund and designated departments and programs
makes it possible to maintain excellence despite tight budgets.
Giving to endowment also
increased. Gifts of $443,446 represented an increase of 2 7%,
putting our total endowment
fund balance at $3.9 million. Because the principal is invested
and only the interest is used each
year, endowment gifts bring special benefits to the University, ensuring support for vital donordesignated scholarships and programs.
The Stewart Hall Renovation
Campaign, our first-ever campaign for a capital purpose, received strong support, with
$152,342 received in gifts and
pledges to meet the remaining
portion of this important goal.
These are challenging times
for public higher education. Cuts
in state allocations make it essential that we strengthen the public/private partnership. Your gifts
are an investment in the vitality
of SCSU. They help build a better university, a better state and a
better tomorrow.
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CANDACE CAHILL, St.
Joseph, is Central Minnesota Sexual Assult Center' s multi-county coordinator. As a moderator, she
joined area high school
students in the performance of Touch, a child
sexual abuse prevention
play developed by the Illusion Theatre.
ELVIN ALEXANDER,
Monticello, explained his
committment to education
at SCSU, thanks to Aid
Assoication for Lutherans
new Adult Degree Completion Scholarship program, in the January /February 1995 edition of Cor-

respondent magazine.
PAUIA J. SMITH, Eagan,
is a special education
teacher for Columbia
Heights School. She teaches students with emotional
behavioral disorders from
Kindergarten through fifth
grade.
JENNIFER KAPSNER
SCHMIDHAUER, Sioux
Falls, S.D., is the senior
level customer service representative for Hughes
STX.
MARK SCHUELLER,
Minneapolis, was promoted to account executive at
TMP Worldwide, Yellow
Pages Advertising Agency.

Mcaimrncaiie §
1989
ANN SCHNElTLER and
Fred Maser on October
14, 1994, living in West
St. Paul.

1990
SARA GUSTAFSON and
DAVID LIPSIEA '93 on
April 6, 1995, living in
Mayville, N.D.

1991
JOEL RANEY and KRISTEN A. NIELSEN '92, living in Altoona, Wisc.
SARA MENK and
SCOTT CHARTIER '92
on June 1 7, 1995, living in
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; ❖
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"Take Me Home" is the refrain
alumni and friends will be singing
this fall when the SCSU Alumni
Association hosts its 32nd annual
Awards G ala. The alumni silent
auction and gala, annual banquet
Friday, October 13 at the St.
Cloud Kelly Inn will be part of the
larger homecoming celebration
which the student homecoming
committee has dubbed "Kickin'
Country."
"Kickin"' off the evening will
be the opportunity to bid on a variety of unique items contributed
to the auction by alumni and
friends of SCSU. A new catego_ry
this year is celebrity items, which
underscores the growing recognition of St. Cloud State as a university of distinguished quality. Proceeds from the auction are used to
provide a variety of financial assis-

1993
LISA K NELSON and
Gene Lawston in Septemher 1994, living in Houston, Texas.

is

832-

·.•. Sil.a

,.

* .

dition of alumni support for current students dates back over a
century to when Bessie Campbell,
class of 1890, funded the first student assistance program. Today
the alumni provide scholarships,
emergency loans, research grants
and other support to help meet the
goal of keeping an SCSU education accessible to students.
New SCSU president, Bruce
Grube, and his wife Kathryn will
be introduced to their first Husky
homecoming. Ten alumni will be
recognized for outstanding achievement and service. A new award to
be unveiled this year is the Outstanding GOLD Award, recognizing Graduates Of the Last Decade
for accomplishments early in their
careers.

Lieutenant Governor Joanne
Benson '70 will receive a Distinguished Alumni Award in recognition of her accomplishments in

+
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Country Roads

LISA RESLER and
MICHAEL SVIHEL on
July 10, 1993, living in
Norwood.
KRISTEN A. NIEi.SEN
and JOEL RANEY on August 16, 1994, living in Altoona, Wis.
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JULIE SIMON and
Steven Simonson on April
29, 1995, living in St.
Cloud.
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.; Cl,\apters provid~ won.derful opportu0 nities for community minded alumni to
become active on behalf of St. Cloud
State. These opportunities range from th.at
of a one-time project velunteer through
membership on a committee to participation as a chapter board member. Judging
by the meetings held to date, the chapters
promise to provide valuable services and
. more thanjust a little fun for tho~e involved. '
Alumni may contact an area presi; dent or the Alumni office at (611) 255-

fii~'3;"

To better dtd;lne the interests of our
ni, and the serttic~ that should be offer( a v
by the Aluinn~4ssodation, a questloixhi;e+
will be s~t).t th: Qctober to all 65,00(),Ti ,~w,
alumni of
This historic ttnde~kt f'
ing will g;~e'tate new programs and
vices to strengthen our network of alumni
and the support of our university. Be sure
to look for your copy in the mail. When
you receive it, please take ti.me to complete
and return it so that we can better serve
you and improve St Cloud State. Your ,
voice will be extremely valuable to Dr. ·
Bruce Gru~,o\Ir nineteepth president,
he leads us itt ihaping the future of you,t ,
university.
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welcomed home by Llnd•
say and Jacob.

1974

1986

RAMONA TEMPLIN
SMITH and husband
Marc, Clinton, MD, were
blessed with their first
child, Ian Mark, born

ANNE KAVANAGH
LINDER and husband,
South St. Paul, welcomed
home their first baby,
Tommy on 12/ 7/ 94.
JAMI ERCK BESTGEN
and her husband John
Bestgen are the proud parents of son Steven Michael
born on 6/5/94.

7/ 6/93.

1984
MARK J. ANDERSON
and wife Kristen, became
the proud parents of their
beautiful baby boy, Phillip
Jonathan, one year ago.
ALISON J. MILLER and
partner Pam celebrated the
birth of their son, Samuel
on 8/7/94. Samuel was

1987
MELISSA ENGER
BEDNAREK and husband
Michael, Rockford, Ill.,
were blessed with twins,
Connor Edmund and

Evan Michael on 1/2/95.
MEIANIE ERICSON
THOMPSON and
Richard Thompson,
Rockville, celebrated the
birth of their son Mitchell
Charles on -3/ 11/95.
SUSAN BADGER BAK
ER and husband Keith
Baker, Coon Rapids, announced the birth of their
first child, Matthew
Charles Baker on

4/ 13/ 95.

1988
DEBRA K. CARI.SON
PRIEBE and husband
Kenneth Priebe, had a
baby girl, Mariah Rose, on

3/24/ 94.

government and in education. She
has served as the director of the
"Kids Teaching Kids" program at
SCSU, director of alumni relations, Lab School teacher and was
recognized in 1993 as the M innesota State University Student
Association's "Senator of the
Year." She also was appointed to
chair the governor's violent crime
task force.

Michael Isakson '75 is president
and chief operating officer of the
Merry Maids. In 1994 he also was
named president of franchise
cleaning services by the ServiceMaster Consumer Services Group
which owns 600 franchises
throughout the U.S., Canada, the
United Kingdom and Japan. Prior
to his appointment ~ •the corporate posts, Michael and his wife,
Jenann '74 operated ServiceMaster
franchises in North Dakota where
the company was recognized with
the "top Franchise of the Year"

award in 1981 . Other awards include the North Dakota Governor's leadership Award in 1988
and the Small Busines of the Year
Award in 1989. Michael has
served as a guest lecturer at the
Harvard Business School.
J!lumni Service Awards will be
presented to Vernie McDonald
'53, '64 and Al Linner '65.
Vernie, widow of former SCSU
President Brendan McDonald,
been a tireless worker on behalf of
St. Cloud State and the community. She was the guiding force on
the May Bowle committee for
years and having served as chair of
both the planning committee and
of the event which annually raises
scholarship money for students in
the fine arts at St. Cloud State, the
College of St. Benedict and St.
John's University. Vernie founded
Vanguard, the university relations
student organization and with the

CLASSNOTES
KATHLEEN COURT
NEY STEEVES and ERIC
P. STEEVES '90 , Minneapolis, welcomed Courtney Brooks into the world
on 12/18/94,

1991
KIM KUBES BLOMGREN and husband Kyle,
Butterfield, became the
proud parents of twin
boys, Kyle and Adam, on

1989

1/26/ 95.

MARK KEENAN and
LYNN SCHIEBOLD
KEENAN '92, Northfield,
welcomed their first child,
Sean Patrick on 7/28/94.
CHRISTINE LYNSKEY
CIARK and ROBERT
CIARK '90, Stillwater, eelebrated the birth of their
first child, Joshua Robert
on 8/29/94.

JOEL RANEY and KRISTEN A. NIEi.SEN '92, Altoona, Wisc., were blessed
with their son, Alexander
Nielsen Raney on

8/16/94.

1993
ALICIA FRANZEN and
husband Robert, Osakis,
celebrated the birth of their
son on 9/25/94.

D(ecatfc@§
Our sympathy is with the
families and friends of the
following whose deaths
have recently been reported to the Alumni Association. The date listed is the
year of graduation.

1923
Ward Shoemaker, Madison, N.J.

1925
Irene Goedert, St. Cloud.

1926
Mayme LBritton Cook,
Merrifield.

1933
Alberta Ayer Clauson,

help of her sister, Vonnie,
arranged permanent funding for
the group through the Bangtson
Family Endowment Vernie also
established, with Brendan, the
Brendan and Vernie McDonald
Scholarship. She is a major contributor to the Stewart Hall Auditorium renovation campaign.
Vernie provided funding for and
led the establishment of local origination of Radio Talking Book, an
information service for persons
with visual impairment, which
broadcasts local newspapers read
by volunteer announcers from the
KVSC studios. Vernie has been a
warm and gracious host for numerous university functions and is
active in a variety of other community endeavors.

Allen Linner '65 is a Target Corporation store team leader and
manager of the Coon Rapids Target store. He is a member of the
American Heart Association,
Anoka County Chamber of Commerce and is involved in the local
United Way, Habitat for Humanity, March of Dimes and United
Cerebral Palsy. Al has been recognized as United Cerebral Palsy
"Employer of the Year" and as the
"Handicapped Employer of the
Year." He has recmited hundreds
of St. Cloud State students to
work as interns and later, as fulltime employees for Target. He regularly travels to campus for speaking engagements and interviews of
prospective employees.

§:raduates of the past ten years

will be represented by four out-

standing alumni who will receive
the Alumni Association's first
GOLD (Graduates Of the Last .
Decade) Awards for achievement
and creativity demonstrated early
in their careers.

Alexandra Blum '88 is vice president and manager of government
guaranteed business lending at
First American Bank-St Cloud.
Loans from about 60 Bremer
banks in Minnesota and North
Dakota originate SBA loans
through her office. Alex was
named to the board of directors of
the National Association of Government Guaranteed Lenders. She
also is active in the local chapter of
Financial Women International.

In 1994 Alex was distinguished as
the local "Small Business Advocate of the Year" by the Business
Development Council of the St.
Cloud Area Chamber of Commerce.

Cathy Bolcar Becker '91 and
Danny Becker '90 are cofounders of Nuage, a group of
hearing impaired performers in St
Cloud. The group received widespread coverage when they interpreted music during Neil Diamon's 1992 Target Center show.
Requests for Nuage to perform
with groups like U2 and Hammer
followed but were declined because
the music does not lend itself to
the Nuage style. The organization
gave its first performance in 1990
during the St Cloud Wheels
Wings & Water Festival. Danny
has worked as a drug and alcohol
counselor for a national in-patient
program in Minneapolis for hearing-impaired persons. Cathy has
degrees in business and accounting as well as a physical education
major from SCSU.
Scott Schneider '89 is president
of Northwest Artificial Limb and
Brace of St. Cloud. His company
has been awarded a patent on a
new prosthetic device. Northwest
Artificial Limb and Brace received
state and national small business
awards this year. In May the company was recognized by the St.
Cloud Area Chamber of Commerce as "Small Business of the
Year." A few weeks later, Scott
traveled to Washington D.C.
where he received national recognition from President Clinton. (See
photo on page 9.)

'J. n 1994 the Alumni Association
instituted the Educational Leadership Award in recognition of the
University's roots as a teacher education institution, roots which
have resulted in national recognition of quality for the present College of Education.
Don Boros '66, '67 teaches acting, directing and performance
theory at the State University of
New York-Binghamton. In late
1994 he began the process of donating a collection, valued at
$100,000, to St. Cloud State University. The collection includes
first edition books and theater

playbills along with other memo- , our lives; the years when every day
was filled with the excitement of
rabilia. The donation will become
learning and unlimited dreams.
the basis for a Central Minnesota
Homecoming is also a time to
theater resource center in the
think about the future of our alma
SCSU library. Don is the recipimater. I hope many alumni will
ent of the Alumni Association's
join us at homecoming this year to
Educational Leadership for excellence in teaching.
show support for St. Cloud State
University and help make our uniAme Johnson '69 will receive the
versity
a beacon for the future,"
Educational Leadership Award for
said
Ryo
Miyagi '90, co-chair of
excellence in administration.
the
Student
Services Division of
He was named the i 993 "Printhe Alumni Association board of
cipal of the Year" in Minnesota.
directors.
Arne has served fourteen years as
The schedule of homecoming
principal of Eden Prairie High
events
of interest to alumni are
School and is involved in numercontained
on the "Clip & Save"
ous civic and professional organischedule. For further information,
zations.
contact the alumni office at
"Homecoming is a time to re(612)255-4241.
member some of the best years of

Clip & Save
Homecoming '95

"Take Me Home"
Friday, October 13
5:30 p.m.
Poolside Silent Auction & Reception
Kelly Inn-St. Cloud
6:30 p.m.

1935
LJ. "Lud" Andolsek,
Bethesda, Md.

1937
Lorraine Thomey Winter,
Fremont, Calif.

1940
Harold T. Lehto, St. Paul.

1949
Helen Marthaler, St.
Cloud.

1952
Rose Mary DeKoning,
Sunburst, Mont.

1954
Christina Abrahamson,
Princeton.

1955
Joyce Lorentzen, Little
Falls.

1957
Haivey Walsh, Princeton.

1963
Mary Winter Curras,
Newark, Calif.

1974
Michael Hlebain, St.
Cloud.

1976
Nannette Trebesch,
Princeton.
Gary Stangl, Palm Springs,
Calif.

Annual Alumni Banquet & Awards Program

Saturday, October 14
9:30 a.m.
Breakfast for Minority Alumni, Faculty, Stqdents, and
Staff
Richard Green House
10:00 a.m.

Homecoming Parade
Picnic & Parade Watch
Student Organizations Alumni
Barden Park

11 :30 a.m.

Varsity Club Organizational Brunch
Letterwinners from men's and women's athletics
Location to be announced

1:00 p.m.

Varsity Football
SCSU vs. Morningside College
Selke Field
Varsity Women's Soccer
Halenbeck Field

TBA

4:00 p.m.

illm:m(e;Irllu:rr

Roger Barrett, who joined
the faculty at St. Cloud
State in 1949 passed away
in March 1995 at the age
of 70. He was band director for 18 years, music department chairman for
four years and music theory and composition professor until his retirement in
May 1984. Memorials are
welcome to the Roger Barrett Music Scholarship
Fund.

Postgame Party
Highlighting conference championship teams:
1985 Men's Swimming
1990 Women's Tennis
1991 Men's & Women's Tennis
Baseball

+

CLASSNOTES
Fergus Falls.
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Please write or e-mail

(RDinndorf@Tigger.stcloud.msus.edu)

My news _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(Please include maiden name if applicable.)
Class _ _ _SSN _ _ _ _ _ _ Phone (
Home address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ZIP
My title

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Employer's phone (

Business address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _State _ _ _.ZIP

Awards, promotions, celebrations and other family events
that are important to you are important to us, too. Former classmates, faculty and other university friends enjoy reading about
our alumni. This coupon makes
it easy for you to keep in touch.
A photo also may be submitted.
(Black-and-white close-up is preferred; clippings from other
publications will be rejected.)
Return to:
Alumni & Foundation Center
720 Fourth Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498

Loyal To Thy Fine Tradition:
St. Cloud State University~125 Years in
Words and Pictures, 1869-1994 by Dr. Ray Rowland
My check, made payable to: SCSU Alumni History Book, is in the total amount of

$___ for the following number of books, (please indicate):
_ _$15.95 soft cover and is enclosed, or please charge to my:
Visa_ _Mastercard #____________
Expiration date_ _ _ _Signature_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Please send to:

Send this coupon to:

Loyal To Thy Fine Tradition
Alumni & Foundation Center
St. Cloud State University
720 Fourth Ave. S.
St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498

Name ______________________
Address
City, State, ZIP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Commemorative Graduation Plaques
Please send order to: Alumni Association, Alumni and Foundation Center,
St. Cloud State University, 720 Fourth Avenue South, St. Cloud, MN 56301-4498
Enclosed is $
for
Glass Base ($44.95)

SCSU commemorative plaques.
Walnut base ($41.95) ·
Degree (check one)

Student's name:

Consider this a means of
commemorating your St.
Cloud State experience.
The Alumni Association
is sponsoring the sale of
an engraved solid brass
plate which duplicates the
diploma and is mounted
on an 8-by-10 inch finemirrored glass (shown) or
walnut base.

_G_ra_d_u_an_·o_n_d_a_te_:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Mail to:
-------------------Name:
-------------------1

_A_d_dr_e_ss_:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _C_ity.._.,_S_ta_te____,_Z_IP_:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Office of Alumni and Foundation
St. Cloud State University
Alumni and Foundation Center
720 Fourth Avenue South
St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301-4498

_Associate in Arts
_Associate in Elective Studies
_Associate in Science
_Bachelor of Arts
_Bachelor of Elective Studies
_Bachelor of Fine Arts
_Bachelor of Music
_Master of Arts
_MBA
_Bachelor of Science
_Master of Science
_Specialist

(If not known this infOTmation
will be obtained from official
unit1ersity records)

